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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE
PROGRAM REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to raise my concerns about H.R. 2, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program Reau-
thorization Act.

| voted in favor of H.R. 2, with some res-
ervations. | fully support providing health cov-
erage to children and support this legislation
as it continues funding for 7 million children
currently enrolled in SCHIP and will allow an
additional 4 million children to be covered.
Moreover, | support the efforts of this legisla-
tion to reach families that are eligible for this
program but are not currently enrolled.

At the same time, however, | am concerned
about the increases in tobacco taxes that will
be used to pay for the extension and expan-
sion of this worthwhile program. In particular,
| am concerned about these taxes for small
manufacturers.

For example, in my Congressional district,
there is a small manufacturer, Avanti Cigar
Company, that produces large cigars. The
company currently employs 43 people and is
concerned that the increased taxes as a result
of this legislation will force the company out of
business. In 2008, the company generated $6
million in revenues and paid $1 million federal
excise taxes. With the increase in taxes in-
cluded in H.R. 2, the company is facing a 40
percent increase and expects to pay $3.1 mil-
lion annually in excise taxes. These increases
may very well cause Avanti Cigar Company to
close.

From my perspective, at a time when our
economy is in trouble and our small busi-
nesses are hurting, now is not the time to
pass tax increases that may put some of
these businesses out of business. In the com-
ing months, it is my hope that we can revisit
this issue and look for other ways to pay for
providing health care to children that will not
cause parents to lose their jobs.

In closing, | appreciate the opportunity to
voice my concerns about this legislations.

———

DTV DELAY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of S. 328, the DTV Delay Act.

As a supporter of this bill, | believe we must
do everything we can to make sure no one
gets left behind during the transition to digital
television.

Unfortunately, the Bush Administration
grossly mismanaged the digital television tran-
sition and put years of meticulous planning for
this transition at risk.

The coupon program, which was designed
to help households defray the cost of con-
verter boxes, has a waiting list of over two mil-
lion. This number is expected to increase in
the weeks ahead. What's more, we also face
the possibility of converter box shortages.

And that’'s why we need to approve this im-
portant legislation to extend the cutoff date.

First, the DTV Delay Act extends the DTV
transition date to June 12th, 2009. | am con-
fident this one-time extension will give us the
time we need to develop an approach that al-
lows us to move the country smoothly to dig-
ital television without needing to extend the
transition date in the future.

Second, this legislation fixes the converter
box coupon program.

The fact that the coupon program has failed
comes as no surprise.

As someone that supports the digital transi-
tion, | joined many of my colleagues in fighting
for additional funding for the coupon program.

Over the last two years we have tried, re-
peatedly, to prevent this failure. And, | was
very disappointed the Bush Administration did
not work with us to prevent this situation.

We called on NTIA multiple times to make
sure the coupon program had enough funding
and people would not be put on a waitlist.

Repeatedly, we were told not to worry. And
then, on Christmas Eve, we were informed
that there were millions of people on the cou-
pon wait-list and the NTIA would run out of
money before the transition date, leaving mil-
lions of Americans without access to tele-
vision.

Without coupons, households will not be
prepared.

Unfortunately, in this economy, where every
penny counts, the price of a converter box is
more than many people can afford. To date,
98% of converter boxes are purchased with
the help of a government coupon.

Last week we took a very important first
step to fix this program by providing additional
funds in the economic stimulus package for
coupons.

But now, we must make further improve-
ments to the program to address consumer
needs.

For example, this bill permits Americans to
receive coupons electronically and to apply for
new coupons if their current coupons have ex-
pired. Americans should no longer have to
wait 4 to 6 weeks to receive their coupons.

Unfortunately, we also know that certain
segments of our population will likely be dis-
proportionately impacted by the digital transi-
tion: Latinos, African Americans and seniors.
As someone who represents a congressional
district that is 42 percent Latino and many
senior citizens, | find the failure of the coupon
program particularly troubling.

Third, this legislation keeps in place the
SAFER Act, legislation that | introduced and
the Congress passed last year.

The SAFER Act enables the FCC to let a
single broadcaster in each market continue
broadcasting simple information about the
transition to digital broadcasting over the old
analog channel for a short period of time.

Households still not prepared for the DTV
transition will see, for 30 days after the transi-
tion, information that the transition has taken
place and information phone numbers. More
importantly, households will also receive emer-
gency weather and public safety information
that is broadcast over digital airwaves.

We know that regardless of how much work
we do, there will always be some households
left behind and the SAFER Act is a common
sense step to reduce that confusion even fur-
ther.

Finally, the DTV Delay Act will let first re-
sponders use available spectrum before the
transition date if the FCC determines there is
no harmful interference in the area. It also ex-
plicitly authorizes the FCC to use expedited
procedures to promote inter-operability
amongst public safety radio services.

It is important for us to remember that one
of the original purposes of switching to digital
television was to free up spectrum so our first
responders would have radio inter-operability.

This will make our country safer. But if we
transition to digital television with millions of
households still unprepared, we risk cutting off
millions of Americans from vital emergency in-
formation, thus causing confusion and de-
creasing our safety.

We must act now to extend the cutoff date
and fix the converter box coupon program. We
cannot afford to wait any longer.

| urge all of my colleagues to support this
legislation.

——————

FAST REDRESS ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of H.R. 559, the
FAST Redress Act of 2009. This bill requires
the Homeland Security Secretary to create a
timely and fair process for individuals who be-
lieve they were delayed or prohibited from
boarding a commercial aircraft, or entering the
country because they were wrongly identified
as a threat when screened against any ter-
rorist watch list or database used by the
Transportation Security Administration (TSA),
Customs and Border Protection, or any other
component of the Department of Homeland
Security.

We have heard many news reports of peo-
ple whose names are similar to those on the
watch list, detained for hours at border cross-
ings and airports, all because their name is
the same or similar to a person with sus-
pected terrorist ties.

The Fast Redress Act would set up a dedi-
cated office within Department of Homeland
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Security to coordinate and streamline the
process of appeal for individuals who believe
they have been wrongly placed on a govern-
ment watch list and consequently remanded to
secondary screening.

This office would then create and share a
“Cleared List” of individuals who have gone
through the redress process and that list
would be disseminated to all components of
DHS—preventing the same individuals from
being stopped by multiple government agen-
cies.

My home state of Michigan is home to the
first and second busiest border crossings on
the northern tier of the nation, where thou-
sands of people cross the border into Canada
every single day.

Detroit Metropolitan Airport is also a hub for
Northwest Airlines and is one of the busiest
airports in the nation.

When you combine the fact that southeast
Michigan is home to one of the largest Arabic
populations in America, the vast majority of
whom are law abiding and patriotic Americans,
with the important international travel corridors
that exist in our community, far too many of
my constituents have been needlessly incon-
venienced without the goal of security being
advanced.

Unfortunately, my office has been contacted
by numerous people who were mistakenly de-
tained, often at gunpoint, because their name
mistakenly appeared on the terrorist watch list.

Now, American citizens will have a process
to permanently clear their names, and spread
that information throughout the DHS and oth-
ers who use the watch list. And that will make
it a more effective tool to keep our nation safe.

We must ensure that our CBP officers and
TSA agents spend their limited time, man-
power and resources on genuine threats to
our security; scrubbing the watch list is an im-
portant first step to making sure that happens.

———————

HONORING FRESNO DEPUTY
SHERIFF’S ASSOCIATION

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend the Fresno Deputy Sheriff's
Association for their commitment to serving
the City and County of Fresno, California.

For over thirty years the Fresno Deputy
Sheriff’'s Association (FDSA) has maintained
the goal of working for the rights and protec-
tion of law enforcement, as well as to serve
the citizens of Fresno County. Originally the
FDSA was organized to give deputy sheriffs
the opportunity to collectively bargain with the
county for wages, benefits and working condi-
tions. Once fully operating, the FDSA was
able to establish better labor conditions for the
deputy sheriffs and began actively partici-
pating in the community. The FDSA donates
time and monetary resources to various chari-
table organizations. It is also active in the
state association, the Peace Officer's Re-
search Association of California.

Today the FDSA represents over five hun-
dred active employees. The membership in-
cludes deputy sheriffs, dispatchers, community
service officers, identification technicians,
criminalists and deputy coroners. The variety
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of job classifications allows the FDSA to rep-
resent both sworn and support personnel
throughout the enforcement side of the Fresno
Sheriff's Office.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
the Fresno Deputy Sheriff's Association for
their commitment to serving the personnel of
the Fresno Sheriff's Office. | invite my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the organization
many years of continued success.

————————

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF JOSE
TORRES

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to former light-heavyweight box-
ing champion Jose Torres, who sadly passed
away on January 19th this year. Mr. Torres
was an extraordinary man who achieved a life
that advanced the cause of civil rights, com-
munity empowerment, and equality of oppor-
tunity. Of Puerto Rican descent, Mr. Torres
was fiercely proud of his heritage and made
New York his home for 50 years.

Mr. Torres learned to box in the Army and
captured the light-middleweight silver medal at
the 1956 Melbourne Olympics. After that, he
served as a sparring partner for Sugar Ray
Robinson. Mr. Torres boxed professionally
from 1958 to 1969, sporting a record 41 wins,
three losses, and one draw. He was a light-
heavyweight champion, successfully defended
his title three times, and was inducted into the
International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1997.

He captured the light-heavyweight crown in
1965 by defeating then undisputed champion
Willie Pastrano. His victory sent an outpouring
of joy and pride into the streets of Spanish
Harlem which held a parade in his honor, and
he dedicated his title to the people of Puerto
Rico.

Mr. Torres had a passion for civil rights and
became a voice for the Latino. He joined Rob-
ert F. Kennedy’s 1968 Presidential campaign
to serve as a liaison to the Puerto Rican com-
munity. After boxing, Mr. Torres began his
journalism career as a columnist for the New
York Post. He became the first Hispanic col-
umnist for a major English-language paper,
writing about politics and life in the neighbor-
hoods of Spanish Harlem. He also wrote for
the Spanish-speaking New York newspaper El
Diario La Prensa. His was a powerful voice
because people trusted him. You could not
find any one in New York who would not talk
to him. Mr. Torres’ literary interests extended
to authoring the celebrated biographies of box-
ing legends Muhammad Ali and Mike Tyson.

In the mid-eighties, Mr. Torres served as the
chairman of the New York State Athletic Com-
mission, becoming the first former professional
boxer and first Latino to head the boxing over-
sight agency. He understood the social dis-
advantages that many boxers faced and
vowed to promote educational opportunities
for fighters “at least so they can read their
contracts.”

Mr. Torres dedicated his life to helping oth-
ers professionally and personally. Over the
decades, he befriended and nurtured aspiring
journalists and up-and-coming fighters. Mr.
Torres is revered among the people of Span-
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ish Harlem and Puerto Rico, which declared
three days of mourning and ordered flags to
be flown at half staff.

Once again, | pay tribute to Jose Torres, a
trailblazer for his people and a renaissance
man who made a positive impact in boxing, lit-
erature and civil rights. Those of us who had
the opportunity to observe and experience his
example consider ourselves blessed.

———

TRIBUTE TO GREGORY LEE
THOMAS

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, | stand here
today to honor a loving father, supportive hus-
band, caring brother and cherished son, Greg-
ory Lee Thomas.

Born in Fontana, California, Gregory moved
with his family to San Bernardino where he
grew up to become a valuable member of the
community. Having always held an interest
and fascination with cars, working on them in
his spare time, he eventually became a Serv-
ice Advisor for Toyota and resided with his
family in Redlands. However, it was the com-
passion and love for his family that really
made Gregory shine. This is what made him
the dedicated and devoted husband and father
that will always remain in our hearts.

Gregory is survived by Angela Thomas, his
wife of 15 years, and his two children, Alexia
and Michael. He will be sorely missed by his
father, Bill, step-mother, Jaennie, brother, Jeff,
and sister, Danette as well as all of Gregory’s
combined nieces and nephews.

As a friend of Gregory’s father, Bill, | would
like to express my greatest sympathies for his
family’s loss. Gregory was extremely loved
and will truly be missed. Let us take a moment
to remember this great man, a positive role
model to us all. The thoughts and prayers of
my wife Barbara, my family and | are with Bill
and his family at this time.

God bless Gregory Lee Thomas for love of
country and mankind.

———

TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT BARACK
OBAMA FROM KAZAKHSTAN

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, as co-
chair of the Friends of Kazakhstan Caucus, |
would like to submit the following op-ed article,
“Hoping for the Better”, to the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. This article, written by Kazakhstan’s
Secretary of State Kanat Saudabayev, ex-
presses the continuing sense of solidarity be-
tween the United States and Kazakhstan as
we enter into a new chapter of history with the
inauguration of President Barack Obama. |
look forward to working with President Obama
as we continue to build our positive and pro-
ductive relationship with the Kazakh people.

[From the Washington Times, Feb. 3, 2009]

SAUDABAYEV: HOPING FOR THE BETTER
(By Kanat Saudabayev)

The inauguration of Barack Obama as U.S.
president has opened a new page in the his-
tory of America and the world. Great hopes
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for changes for the better are pinned on the
new American leader. We in Kazakhstan sin-
cerely wish the 44th U.S. president strong
health and strong political will to fully real-
ize his good intentions of making America
and the world safer and more prosperous.

Kazakhstan and the U.S. are time-tested
strategic partners with successful experience
of working together in such critical areas as
nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, the fight against terrorism, energy, and
democracy. A phone conversation soon after
the election between Obama and Kazakhstan
President Nursultan Nazarbayev instilled
confidence that, under the new administra-
tion, Kazakhstan-U.S. relations would con-
tinue to grow. The two leaders discussed fur-
ther cooperation on pressing international
problems such as nonproliferation, the fight
against terrorism and the stabilization of Af-
ghanistan.

We in Kazakhstan not only share the new
administration’s concern with these prob-
lems but also believe their solution lies
through stronger cooperation of progressive
nations sharing common values. Closing our
ranks even further is especially crucial
today in the face of the most serious eco-
nomic crisis the world has seen. ‘“‘America is
strongest when we act alongside strong part-
ners,” says President Obama. Kazakhstan is
such a partner eager to continue working
shoulder to shoulder with the United States
and others to build a more secure and pros-
perous world.

Cooperation in the critical area of non-
proliferation has been a cornerstone of our
strategic partnership. In the early 1990s,
President Nazarbayev took a courageous de-
cision to voluntarily renounce the world’s
fourth-largest nuclear arsenal (which it held
while part of the old Soviet Union). Working
with the U.S. under the outstanding Nunn-
Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction pro-
gram, Kazakhstan has fully rid itself of nu-
clear weapons and their infrastructure, be-
coming an active participant in global non-
proliferation processes. Today, our coopera-
tion, recognized as the most effective model
for removing a nuclear threat, successfully
continues.

We are greatly encouraged by the fact that
nonproliferation is among the top priorities
for President Obama and his administration.
We believe it is necessary to not only con-
tinue our bilateral cooperation, but also to
use more actively the example of
Kazakhstan’s nuclear disarmament and our
cooperation with the United States in con-
vincing other countries to renounce their nu-
clear-weapon ambitions. Kazakhstan’s dy-
namic economic development since inde-
pendence, and the evolution of our country
into an equal and respected partner of the
international community—confirmed by
Kazakhstan’s election as chair of the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope (OSCE) and the Organization of Islamic
Conference (OIC)—these are all arguments
which prove that renouncing nuclear weap-
ons and opting for mutually beneficial co-
operation with the world is a more effective
way of ensuring a country’s security than a
nuclear bludgeon.

Kazakhstan, having initially supported ef-
forts of the United States and other coun-
tries in Operation Enduring Freedom, will
continue to assist the international coalition
actions in Afghanistan as these are directed
at strengthening security and stability in
Central Asia and beyond, which is in our
common interests. The international com-
munity should pour more efforts into the po-
litical settlement and economic rehabilita-
tion of Afghanistan, as well as in reducing,
and, eventually, eliminating fully, the pro-
duction and smuggling of drugs out of that
country.
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Today, it is crucial to continue building
bridges between Islam and the West, and to
renounce phobia of Islam in the West and
phobia of the West in the Islamic world.
Kazakhstan, a secular Muslim-majority
country bridging Europe and Asia, is unique-
ly positioned to promote such dialogue and
understanding. At President Nazarbayev’s
initiative, this year Kazakhstan will host
the Third Congress of Leaders of World and
Traditional Religions. Last year, Astana
hosted a forum, ‘“‘Common World: Progress
through Diversity,”” bringing together for-
eign ministers from Western and Oriental
nations. Last but not least, Kazakhstan will
chair the OSCE in 2010 and the OIC in 2011.
Promoting the dialog of civilizations during
this important period will be one of our top
priorities, and we hope to achieve greater
mutual understanding between the West and
the Islamic world. Again, Kazakhstan is
eager to work together with the United
States in this area of great importance to us
all.

We welcome Barack Obama’s intention to
visit Kazakhstan. He would become the first-
ever sitting U.S. President to visit not just
Kazakhstan but also the region of Central
Asia. Such a visit would both give a new,
powerful boost to our bilateral cooperation
and help chart a new way forward in U.S. re-
lations with moderate Muslim nations. That
is why we sincerely say to the American
leader: “Welcome to Kazakhstan, Mr. Presi-
dent!”

————

CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL
OF THE HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS
LAND TRUST

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the Centennial of the Highlands-
Cashiers Land Trust, or HCLT, and to recog-
nize the contributions which the HCLT has
made to the Western North Carolina commu-
nity, and especially land conservation efforts,
over the past 100 years. The HCLT works to
preserve the natural areas, scenic beauty, and
green spaces of the Highlands-Cashiers Pla-
teau for the enjoyment and benefit of the pub-
lic.

The HCLT has been in operation since
1883, though known then as the Highlands
Improvement Association. The first land pur-
chase was effectuated in 1909. This initial pur-
chase was for 56 acres of land on the Summit
of Satulah Mountain, overlooking the town of
Highlands, for $100.

The HCLT is the oldest land trust in North
Carolina and one of the oldest in the United
States. The trust protects over 1,700 acres in
Western North Carolina. Included in the pro-
tected lands are two sites of particularly sig-
nificant historical importance. The Hill property
in Horse Cove is significant for its role during
the Trail of Tears. The site was used as a
holding area for Native Americans before they
began the treacherous trip to Oklahoma, leav-
ing their native homes and villages behind.
The second site, the Warren Property, was an
original land grant from the first pioneer to the
area, Barak Norton. The unique property was
featured in the October 2008 issue of “South-
ern Living Magazine” for the breath-taking vis-
tas.

Among the more recent endeavors of the
HCLT are various educational and philan-
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thropic projects. The HCLT raised more than
$450,000 to purchase a property to be used
as a park in the town of Highlands, North
Carolina. They also preserve properties which
protect rare and endangered species of plants
and trees, included in this is the original
Satulah Mountain land. Satulah Mountain is
home to many species of endangered plants
and wildflowers which are studied by univer-
sity students from all over the world. In con-
junction with these efforts the HCLT strives to
remain active in the community through the
Mountain Retreat, an 80 acre conservation
easement used for many Elderhostel pro-
grams, focusing on Appalachian culture,
music, and heritage.

Madam Speaker, the Highlands-Cashiers
Land Trust has made an indelible contribution
to land preservation in Western North Carolina
and | commend them for their continuing dedi-
cation to both conservation and community.

————

TRIBUTE TO RETIRING
SECRETARY DONALD C. WINTER

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me
take this moment to recognize the career of
Secretary Donald C. Winter who is retiring this
March after serving three years as Secretary
of the Navy.

Secretary Winter earned his Bachelor of
Arts from the University of Rochester in 1969.
He received a Master's degree and Doctorate
in Physics from the University of Michigan in
1970 and 1972, respectively. Also, he was a
graduate of the USC Management Policy Insti-
tute, a 1987 graduate of the UCLA Executive
Program, and a 1991 graduate of the Harvard
University Program for Senior Executives in
National and International Security.

Prior to serving as Secretary of the Navy,
Dr. Winter served as a corporate Vice Presi-
dent and President of Northrop Grumman’s
Mission System’s sector. Additionally, he
served as president and CEO of TRW sys-
tems. From 1980 t01982, he served as pro-
gram manager for the Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency in which he was re-
sponsible for space acquisition, tracking and
pointing programs.

As Secretary Winter retires from his current
post, | trust that the Members of the House
will join me in thanking him for his exceptional
commitment to the Department of Navy and
the safety and security of America.

TRIBUTE TO SURLENE G. GRANT

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Surlene Grant in honor of ten
years of dedication to the community of San
Leandro, California. On Friday, June 30, 2009,
the San Leandro African American Business
Council and Friends and Fans of Surlene
Grant will honor Ms. Grant for her accomplish-
ments and meritorious contributions.
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She served as a San Leandro Council
member from 1998-2008 including two terms
as the City’s Vice Mayor. Ms. Grant is the first
person of non-European descent to be ap-
pointed or elected to the City Council in the
City’'s 150 years. Originally appointed to the
council in August 1998, Ms. Grant was elected
in November 2000, November 2004, and was
appointed Vice Mayor in 2006 and 2007.

Taking a leadership position in a historically
closed and restrictive city, some civic leaders
describe Ms. Grant as the change agent that
lead to the creation of a city management
team that has become more reflective of the
diverse population of San Leandro, as well as
paving the way for other African Americans to
be elected to the City Council.

Ms. Grant can point to numerous successes
during her tenure on the San Leandro City
Council. She worked with the community and
staff in the development of the award-winning
South Area Development Plan. She worked
diligently with her colleagues for the adoption
of an inclusionary housing policy, which
sought to enhance the City’s affordable hous-
ing policies, and also successfully spear-
headed the passage of the Local Purchasing
Ordinance. Ms. Grant also labored for removal
of the word “minority” in city documents to fa-
cilitate inclusive opportunity for all. Ms. Grant
is also responsible for the establishment of the
African American Business Council and the
Business Association of South San Leandro.

She has served on numerous commissions,
boards and advisory committees that include
working as Chairperson of San Leandro’s Fi-
nance Committee and as a member of the
Business Development and Redevelopment
Committee. She was formerly a member of
the Alameda County Housing Authority Board
of Commissioners and served as an alternate
on the Alameda County Transportation Im-
provement Authority Board.

Ms. Grant received her B.S. in Journalism
from Northwestern University, Evanston, Illi-
nois and a M.A. from John F. Kennedy Univer-
sity, Orinda, California.

| join the community in recognizing Surlene
Grant for her contributions that have ensured
the quality of life in San Leandro’s neighbor-
hoods and the economic development and vi-
tality of the city. We will miss her on the San
Leandro Council but will continue to depend
on her experience, sage advice and exem-
plary leadership.

TRIBUTE TO ROYCE HOPKINS

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the life of Royce Hopkins of
Waller County, who passed away on February
6, 2009.

Today we celebrate the life of a great man
who was one of my heroes. Royce Hopkins
was a dear friend and a gentle man in every
sense of the word. He will always be remem-
bered for his kindness, integrity and his opti-
mistic and infectious smile. | can still see the
twinkle in his eyes and his spirit lives on in all
of us.

Like my father, Royce served in the Eighth
Air Force in World War Il. Like Dad, he flew
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on bombing missions in a B-17 known as the
Flying Fortress. On December 4, 1944, Royce
and his crew arrived in England. He flew 26
combat missions over Germany, 25 bombing
and one weather mission. He earned four Air
Medals, five Battle Stars, a Commendation
Medal for a special assignment, a Purple
Heart and two presidential Commendations for
the group.

His generation saved the free world from
the threat of fascism. Born during the Great
Depression and tempered by war, they will al-
ways be known as the Greatest Generation. |
remember going to Royce’s WWII reunion and
meeting the veterans with whom he served.
And now, like my father and so many in their
generation, he has passed on and returned to
our heavenly Father. Perhaps they are to-
gether now talking about airplanes.

This Christmas | received an A—2 Bomber
Jacket with Army Air Corps and Eighth Air
Force patches. | thought of Royce and my
Dad and | regret not having the chance to
show it to Royce. But maybe he can see it
from a better vantage point now.

I met Royce during my first campaign for
Congress. He supported me when many did
not and he was always there for me. | remem-
ber how much he reminded me of my own fa-
ther and he was a shining example of how to
live. Like many others in his generation, he
taught us how to be courageous but with hu-
mility. He taught us how to have a sense of
humor and | learned a great deal from him.

As we mourn our personal loss, we must
also celebrate the life of Royce Hopkins, for it
was a great life and he lived it to the fullest.
To his wife, Mollie, and his children, Kim, Kit,
Sharon and Mike, like you, we all loved
Royce. It was hard not to, he was just that
kind of person. | am fortunate God brought us
together. He was my friend and | will miss him
dearly.

| am reminded of the Gospel of Matthew
when Jesus said, “Let your light so shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father who is in Heaven.”
May the peace of Christ be with you and may
He hold you in the palm of His hand.

I will miss him dearly. Well done, good and
faithful servant.

———

FOXBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ
ENSEMBLE HEADS TO THE INAU-
GURATION CELEBRATION

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, on Sunday, January 18th, the
Foxborough, Massachusetts High School Jazz
Ensemble was given the great—and fully de-
served—nhonor of playing at the Kennedy Cen-
ter as part of the event that was entitled
“Swing Into Freedom.” The ensemble accom-
panied Wynton Marsalis and | am very proud
that high school students in the district | am
privileged to represent were selected for this
important part of the Inauguration festivities
and performed in a manner that fully justified
the invitation to them.

Madam Speaker, | want to congratulate the
members of the Foxborough High School Jazz
Ensemble and also those planning this pro-
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gram who had the foresight to include this ex-
cellent group of young musicians in this impor-
tant set of events in the nation’s history.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE MEN-
TORING AMERICA’S CHILDREN
ACT OF 2009

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce strengthening the link
between high-quality mentoring and public
education in the United States.

The Mentoring America’s Children Act of
2009 will improve upon the current efforts to
match high-quality and responsible mentors
with children in need of a strong role model.

In 2002, the U.S. Department of Education
began granting funding directly to community
organizations and schools to establish or ex-
pand mentoring opportunities. Since then, we
have seen a 20-percent increase in the num-
ber of children benefiting from a mentor.

The Mentoring America’s Children Act sets
out to expand and build upon this success. By
increasing the availability and quality of the
grants available through the Department of
Education, school-based mentoring programs
will reach more children in need while enhanc-
ing quality.

The bill will also tie mentoring programs’
funding more closely with the important role
mentors can play in improving a young per-
son’s academic standing and the learning en-
vironment. The legislation would broaden the
reach of mentoring to include a number of
specific populations of young people who
could benefit from a strong role model.

Finally, the legislation also authorizes the
Department of Education to conduct high-qual-
ity research into successful school-based
mentoring programs. Through this research,
plus improved data collection and tracking, we
will better understand the impact of mentoring
and can continue to refine program practices
to best meet the needs of children.

Mentoring is a critical element in a child’s
social, cognitive and emotional development.
When it comes to education, a healthy rela-
tionship with a mentor plays a key role in im-
proving the learning environment for a young
person. Students with a responsible mentor
have better attendance and are more con-
nected to their school, schoolwork, and teach-
ers. They perform better in school and are
more likely to graduate and go on to higher
education.

It is an honor to introduce this legislation
with a number of my colleagues on the House
Mentoring Caucus and others dedicated to the
noble cause of mentoring. It was also an
honor to work directly with the MENTOR/Na-
tional Mentoring Partnership, Big Brothers Big
Sisters of America and the National Collabora-
tion for Youth to develop this legislation.

Madam Speaker, | urge consideration of this
legislation.
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HONORING FRESNO POLICE
OFFICER’S ASSOCIATION

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend the Fresno Police Officer’s
Association for their commitment to serving
the city and county of Fresno, California.

For over one hundred years, the Fresno Po-
lice Officer's Association (FPOA) has had a
presence in Fresno. The organization was first
known as the “Widow and Orphan’s Organiza-
tion” and provided assistance to the families
of its members. The name was changed to the
“Fresno Police Relief Association” and in
1951 was incorporated. The service that the
organization provided expanded at this time to
focus on improving benefits, salary and work-
ing conditions for the members. In 1975, the
name of the organization finally became the
Fresno Police Officer's Association. Through-
out the organization’s hundred years, its pri-
mary purpose has always been “Service.”

Today the FPOA has over eleven thousand
members and a Board of Directors consisting
of eighteen elected positions. The Board posi-
tions include three officers (President, First
Vice President and Second Vice President),
twelve Directors at Large, one Staff Director
and two Retiree Directors. The FPOA assists
members with supplemental health benefits,
provides scholarships to dependent children of
active or retired members, offers legal assist-
ance and helps with various disability issues.
The group also gives back to the community
by getting involved with charitable events.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
the Fresno Police Officer's Association for
their commitment to serving the police officers
of Fresno. | invite my colleagues to join me in
wishing the organization many years of contin-
ued success.

—————

IN HONOR OF DAVID PETERSON
OF SARTELL MINNESOTA

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of a true patriot, David Peter-
son, of Sartell, Minnesota. David is a City
Councilman, community leader, attorney, hus-
band and father. And, he is about to make his
first deployment to Iraq as a Captain with the
Minnesota National Guard’s 34th Infantry Divi-
sion.

Even a quick glimpse at David Peterson’s
life reveals the heart of a true citizen. An attor-
ney by profession, David has worked in legal
aid services, as a prosecutor, and in the civil
division of the Stearns County Attorney’s of-
fice. He will use that training as a JAG officer
during his deployment.

His long and strong history of community
leadership led him to run for City Council, and
in January 2007, he was sworn into office. He
will take a leave of absence from that position
while he serves his fellow Minnesotans in Iraq.

Tonight in Sartell, David’s friends and family
and neighbors are meeting to wish him God-
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speed as he prepares for his deployment.
Along with the Sartell American Legion, the
Mayor and City Council will present Captain
David Peterson with a flag flown over the U.S.
and Minnesota capitols and the Sartell City
Hall. They've asked David to take it with him
to Irag and they will fly it again over the City
Hall when he returns.

| join all of Sartell in our pride of this citizen-
soldier, and |, too, wish him Godspeed and
God’s blessings on his journey.

————
RECOGNIZING MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY, PRESIDENTIAL

AWARD FOR SERVICE WINNER

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to pay tribute to Michigan State
University for its selection as a recipient of the
Presidential Award for General Community
Service from the Corporation for National and
Community Service.

Since its founding in 1968 as the Office of
Volunteers, the Center for Service-Learning
and Civic Engagement at Michigan State Uni-
versity has been instrumental in encouraging
students to become involved with volunteering
both locally and across the globe. In 2007-
2008, more than 14,000 students were in-
volved in volunteer efforts, a number that has
doubled in the past six years. It is these quali-
ties which made Michigan State University a
wonderful choice as an Honor Roll Presi-
dential Award winner for 2008. Each year this
award is given to colleges and universities as
an acknowledgment of their commitment to
service learning and civic engagement. In
2008, Michigan State University was one of
three universities to receive the Honor Roll's
Presidential Award, and one of only 18 to be
honored since 2006.

Specifically, Michigan State University is
being recognized for the stability, growth, and
impact of its student volunteer program. This
program organizes students to work with over
360 nonprofits, public schools, hospitals, and
neighborhood organizations and cooperates
with student-led programs such as Alternative
Spring Break. These are just a few examples
of the many creative and variable ways that
the Center for Service-Learning and Civic En-
gagement reaches out to communities locally
and worldwide.

Madam Speaker, a commitment to volun-
teering and service learning is the foundation
for creating a more engaged citizen body. A
commitment to others lies at the heart of many
of the principles upon which this country was
founded. | wish to extend my gratitude to
Michigan State University for its achievements,
and | ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Michigan State University for its years
of dedication to service and community orga-
nizing and in their selection as a Presidential
Award for Service winner.

E223
DTV DELAY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of S. 352, the DTV Delay Act, which passed
the Senate last week by unanimous consent.
This legislation extends the digital television
transition date and makes improvements to
the converter box coupon program.

In 2005, Congress mandated that as of Feb-
ruary 17, 2009, all television stations shut off
their analog broadcasts and transmit in digital
only. The transition from analog to digital will
offer better pictures and sound, more pro-
gramming choices, and interactive capabilities.
It will also serve an important public safety
purpose by freeing up spectrum for first re-
sponders for nationwide interoperable commu-
nications. Finally, it will provide consumers
with new and innovative commercial wireless
services.

Unfortunately, we are not prepared for this
transition. The prior administration assured the
Committee on Energy and Commerce repeat-
edly that the transition effort was on track. But
on December 24, 2008, the National Tele-
communications and Information Administra-
tion (NTIA) notified Congress that the con-
verter box coupon program would run out of
funding the first week of January and that it
would need an additional $250 million to $350
million to meet projected demand.

The DTV converter box coupon program is
supposed to ease the financial burden of the
transition. But it has ground to a halt. There
are currently over 2 million households on the
waiting list. In addition, the FCC has not ade-
quately planned for call centers and other as-
sistance for consumers who will face technical
problems after the transition has occurred.

The President’s transition team asked Con-
gress to extend the deadline for a brief period.
This is not a step that anyone wants to take.
But we have no good alternative. Without a
short, one-time extension, millions of house-
holds will lose all television reception.

The measure before us extends the date of
the transition to June 12 and extends the cou-
pon program date until July 31, 2009. It will
also allow those who hold expired coupons—
or never received their coupons because of
problems with third-class mail—to reapply.

Moreover, the economic recovery package
that the House passed last week includes
$650 million to fix the coupon program and in-
tensify consumer education and support.

S. 352 also takes steps to lessen the impact
on other affected parties, including public safe-
ty, broadcasters, and wireless licensees.

| am pleased that this bill has broad support
in the public safety community, including the
Association of Public-Safety Communications
Officials-International (APCO), the Inter-
national Association of Chiefs of Police
(IACP), the International Association of Fire
Chiefs (IAFC), and the National Emergency
Number Association (NENA). It has the sup-
port of the two biggest winners of spectrum
that will be vacated as a result of the DTV
transition—AT&T and Verizon. It has the sup-
port of the National Association of Broad-
casters, the major networks, and Univision.
And, it has the support of a number of public
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interest groups, including AARP, Consumer’s
Union and the Leadership Conference on Civil
Rights to name a few.

S. 352 gives the Obama administration the
resources it has told us it needs to fix the cou-
pon program and better prepare consumers
for the transition.

Unfortunately, our time to act on the legisla-
tion is short. If we do not pass this measure
it is likely that there will be no transition exten-
sion. We are less than 2 weeks away from the
transition date. This bill must reach the Presi-
dent’'s desk immediately or time will have run
out for the administration to implement the
changes necessary to fix the problems with
the transition.

| urge Members to support this bill.

————

TRIBUTE TO AMBASSADOR
RICHARD SKLAR

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of Richard Sklar
. . . Ambassador, engineer, business leader,
innovator, dispute mediator, professor, nego-
tiator’'s negotiator, civic leader and public serv-
ant, winemaker, NFL fan, loyal friend to so
many and most importantly, exceedingly proud
husband, father and grandfather.

Dick Sklar passed away of pancreatic can-
cer at the age of 74 on January 20, 2009, at
his home in San Francisco after watching with
great satisfaction President Obama’s Inau-
guration with his beloved wife Barbara by his
side. Touchingly, his hometown newspaper,
the San Francisco Chronicle noted, “his death
came the day after he received the highest
noncitizen medal of honor from the Republic
of Montenegro, for his role in helping the new
country achieve independence.”

Dick is survived by his wife Barbara, his
daughters Pamela Ball of San Francisco,
Karen Wong King of Santa Rosa, sons Mark
Sklar of Phoenix and Eric Sklar of St. Helena,
eight beautiful grandchildren, son—in—law John
Ball and daughters—in—-law Erica and Marilyn
Sklar. Dick was born on November 18, 1943
in Baltimore, Maryland. His father was an en-
gineer and his family moved often while he
was a young man. He was a graduate of Cor-
nell University earning both a Bachelor's and
Master’'s Degrees in Engineering.

After serving in the United States Army,
Dick founded and sold his first business, Allied
Steel and Tractor Corporation, a Cleveland
Ohio based manufacturing company. Cleve-
land is where he met the love of his life Bar-
bara who is recognized in her own right as a
brilliant artist and a civic leader.

Dick Sklar was a friend and a mentor to
many in public service, from Mayors to Gov-
ernors to Members of Congress to Presidents.
In 1976, Mayor Moscone recruited him to San
Francisco to oversee the $1.5 billion sewer
and wastewater treatment plant program and
the Yerba Buena Center known as the
Moscone Center. At the time Dick began his
service to the City, it was under a building ban
for non—performance. Senator FEINSTEIN (then
Mayor of San Francisco) appointed him to
head the Public Utilities Commission. He was
exceptionally successful in these projects and
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became known world wide as a leader who
was pragmatic and fair, and who set aside bu-
reaucratic nonsense, challenging those around
him to think practically and strive for excel-
lence and innovation in everything they did.
Dick’s projects consistently came in under
budget and ahead of schedule.

From 1983 to 1996, Dick served as Presi-
dent of O’Brien Kreitzberg and Associates
(OKA). He developed the first integrated pro-
gram management system now used industry-
wide to track spending, measure progress and
improve accountability on public construction
projects. During his tenure with OKA, the com-
pany built ten airports, light rail lines in major
cities in the U.S. and facilities for the 1996 At-
lanta Olympics.

In 1996, President Clinton wisely turned to
Dick Sklar for help and appointed him first as
Special Representative to the President in
Bosnia after the Dayton Peace Accords. He
then appointed him an Ambassador to the
United Nations from 1997 to 1999 and lastly
as Special Representative of the President for
the Southeast Europe Initiative from 1999 to
2001. Dick led the postwar economic recovery
effort in the Balkans in coordination with the
World Bank, International Monetary Fund and
the European Union, focusing on industries
critical to establishing a market economy to
encourage investment.

After five years in Europe, Dick and Barbara
came home to the Bay Area in 2001 and this
time it was the Governor of California, Gray
Davis, who needed his expertise to help with
California’s energy crisis. Dick expedited con-
struction of new power—generating facilities
and helped keep the lights on for California. In
recent years he consulted with transportation,
engineering and construction firms in Cali-
fornia and served as an advisor to the Prime
Minister of Montenegro.

Dick Sklar was also known for his love of
fine foods. He knew the menus of great res-
taurants around the world and could turn out
great culinary delights out of his own kitchen.
Scores of friends dined at his table in San
Francisco, at his beloved home in the vineyard
in Rutherford and at tables of restaurants
around the world.

Madam Speaker, | ask the entire House of
Representatives to join me in honoring the ex-
traordinary life and accomplishments of Rich-
ard Sklar and extend our sympathy to the fam-
ily he loved so much. His decades of contribu-
tions to his community and his country stand
as lasting legacies of a life lived well. How
privileged | am to have known this magnificent
man and to have had him as one of my dear-
est friends. He made our world better by con-
tributing to it in unique ways with an un-
matched passion for justice, integrity and de-
cency. Those of us who knew him and loved
him will miss him deeply all the days of our
lives, and his life instructs each of us on what
it means to be a true patriot.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 9, 2009
Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,

due to events in my district, | was unable to
vote on rollcall No. 53: On the motion to sus-
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pend the rules and pass H.R. 738. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea”.

HONORING MR. ADAM TALIA-
FERRO, RECIPIENT OF THE HU-
MANITARIAN AWARD BESTOWED
BY THE PHILADELPHIA SPORTS
WRITERS ASSOCIATION

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mr. Adam Taliaferro, who grew
up in Voorhees, NJ, for receiving the 2009 Hu-
manitarian Award given by the Philadelphia
Sports Writers Association. Mr. Taliaferro re-
ceived this award in recognition of his work in
creating the Adam Taliaferro Foundation,
which helps athletes who, like Adam, have
suffered spinal cord injuries. His foundation of-
fers financial, emotional and educational sup-
port to student-athletes who experience head
or spinal injuries.

While making a tackle in the fourth quarter
of a game at Ohio State on September 23,
2000, Mr. Taliaferro suffered a severe neck in-
jury. His fifth cervical vertebra, located at the
base of his neck, was fractured and doctors
warned Adam and his family that he likely
would never be able to walk again. Despite
this dire prognosis, Adam regained the ability
to walk only five months after the injury. Mr.
Taliaferro has used his experience to touch
the lives of others who have suffered similar
injuries. He spends time personally responding
to e-mail and phone calls from individuals who
have life-altering disabilities. His encouraging
words, from someone who knows from per-
sonal experience what it feels like to be seri-
ously injured, mean the world to those on the
other end of the line.

Madam Speaker, since the injury Mr.
Taliaferro has received his undergraduate de-
gree from Penn State and his JD from Rutgers
School of Law-Camden. He has also created
the Adam Taliaferro Foundation which plays a
vital role in the community, helping those with
serious injuries. Mr. Taliaferro is an excellent
role-model for every American. His ability to
use adversity as the impetus for such a posi-
tive contribution is an example for us all. |
congratulate Mr. Taliaferro for receiving the
Humanitarian Award and wish him the best of
luck in his future endeavors.

MILLARD FULLER
HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 9, 2009

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it
often takes loss to remind ourselves of our,
unwavering appreciation and unfaltering grati-
tude for those few extraordinary people who,
despite their ability to enjoy tremendous suc-
cess and reward for themselves, instead com-
mit their energies and talents to the better-
ment of the world. Millard Fuller of Americus,
Georgia was one of those extraordinary few.
Fuller passed away February 2, leaving be-
hind a legacy that is all the evidence one
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needs to believe in the power of the human
spirit to inspire hope and lift the burdens of
poverty and despair from the shoulders of
one’s fellow man.

Throughout his life, Millard Fuller’s talent
and passion were put on display in no small
number of ways. He proved to be a great en-
trepreneur, founding a marketing company
that made him a millionaire before he had
turned thirty; a great lawyer, heading the
Montgomery Southern Poverty Law Center; a
great Christian, walking away from his hard-
earned wealth to pursue a life of service; and
a great philanthropist, founding the tremen-
dously successful Habitat for Humanity. He led
the organization for over three decades, and,
through the application of what he called the
“economics of Jesus,” helped to provide over
300,000 homes to the destitute and the down-
trodden across the globe. However, more than
any of these things, Millard Fuller was a great
man. His selflessness serves as an inspiration
to people throughout the nation and across
our world.
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Born to a grocer in Lanett, Alabama, Mr.
Fuller refused to allow his modest beginnings
define the course of his life. Always one to
take the initiative, he began raising pigs at the
age of six, trading livestock during his teenage
years, all before founding what would become
known as the Fuller and Dees Marketing
Group, Inc. after law school. Although he ob-
tained a great fortune from his tireless efforts
as a businessman, he soon found that in order
to live a life of fulfillment, he had to dedicate
himself to a simple life of devotion and service
to a higher purpose. Fuller traveled to Africa in
order to observe what he could do to improve
the lot of the impoverished. He became a
staunch advocate for aid to Africa’s poor, and
traveled the United States seeking assistance
for his efforts. After moving to Americus, Geor-
gia, Millard Fuller and his supporters founded
what would become the most visible and ef-
fective manifestation of his desire to make a
difference, an organization dedicated to pro-
viding housing and support for the poor—
Habitat for Humanity.
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For more than thirty years, Habitat for Hu-
manity, with the help of countless volunteers
ranging from the average citizen to former
President Jimmy Carter, has built hundreds of
thousands of homes for the world’s disadvan-
taged. Its mission has reflected a simple phi-
losophy, best expressed in Mr. Fuller's own
words: “We want to make it socially, morally,
politically and religiously unacceptable to have
substandard housing and homelessness.” In
1996, President Bill Clinton recognized Mr.
Fuller's dedication by awarding him the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom.

Our deepest condolences go out to Mrs.
Linda Fuller, and to all those who were
touched by this extraordinary life. Let us seek
to emulate Millard Fullers passion for the
good and the just, and his selfless pursuit of
a better, gentler world. We should honor the
life he lived by following the example he so
emphatically set.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 10, 2009 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
FEBRUARY 11

9:30 a.m.
Appropriations
Energy and Water Development Sub-
committee
To hold hearings to examine protecting
residents of the Devils Lake region
from rising water.
SD-138
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine veterans’
disability compensation, focusing on
the appeals process.
SR-418
10 a.m.
Budget
To hold hearings to examine policies to
address the crises in financial and
housing markets.
SD-608
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs
Business meeting to consider S. 160, to
provide the District of Columbia a vot-
ing seat and the State of Utah an addi-
tional seat in the House of Representa-
tives, S. 303, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Financial Assistance
Management Improvement Act of 1999,
S. 69, to establish a fact-finding Com-
mission to extend the study of a prior
Commission to investigate and deter-
mine facts and circumstances sur-
rounding the relocation, internment,
and deportation to Axis countries of
Latin Americans of Japanese descent
from December 1941 through February
1948, and the impact of those actions by
the United States, and to recommend
appropriate remedies, and S. 234, to
designate the facility of the United
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States Postal Service located at 2105
East Cook Street in Springfield, Illi-
nois, as the ‘“‘Colonel John H. Wilson,
Jr. Post Office Building”, an original
resolution authorizing expenditures for
committee operations, and commit-
tee’s rules of procedure for the 111th
Congress.
SD-342
Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine the need for
increased fraud enforcement in the
wake of the economic downturn.
SD-226
10:30 a.m.
Rules and Administration
Organizational business meeting to con-
sider committee’s funding resolution
for the 111th Congress, and other pend-
ing business.
SR-301
11:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources
Organizational business meeting to con-
sider an original resolution authorizing
expenditures for committee operations,
and subcommittee assignments for the
111th Congress.
SD-366
2:30 p.m.
Intelligence
Closed business meeting to consider
pending intelligence matters.
SH-219

FEBRUARY 12

9:30 a.m.
Indian Affairs
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
matters relating to Indian affairs.
SD-628
Small Business and Entrepreneurship
Organizational business meeting to con-
sider an original resolution authorizing
expenditures for committee operations,
and committee’s rules of procedure for
the 111th Congress.
SR-428A
10 a.m.
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine consumer
protection in the financial regulatory
system, focusing on strengthening
credit card protections.
SD-538
Budget
To hold hearings to examine Senate pro-
cedures for consideration of the budget
resolution/reconciliation.
SD-608
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Organizational business meeting to con-
sider an original resolution authorizing
expenditures for committee operations,
and committee’s rules of procedure for
the 111th Congress; followed by a hear-
ing to consider the nominations of
Jane Lubchenco, of Oregon, to be
Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmos-
phere, and John P. Holdren, of Massa-
chusetts, to be Director of the Office of
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Science and Technology Policy, both of
the Department of Commerce.
SR-253
Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings to examine the Depart-
ment of Energy Loan Guarantee Pro-
gram, authorized under Title 17 of the
Energy Policy Act of 2005, and how the
delivery of services to support the de-
ployment of clean energy technologies
might be improved.
SD-366
Environment and Public Works
Organizational business meeting to con-
sider an original resolution authorizing
expenditures for committee operations,
and committee’s rules of procedure for
the 111th Congress.
SD-406
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs
To hold hearings to examine structuring
national security and homeland secu-
rity at the White House.
SD-342
Judiciary
Organizational business meeting to con-
sider subcommittee assignments.

SD-226
2:30 p.m.
Intelligence
To hold hearings to examine the world
threat.
SH-216
FEBRUARY 24
10 a.m.

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the semi-
annual monetary policy report to the
Congress.
SH-216
2 p.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings to examine the
legislative presentation of the Disabled
American Veterans.
345, Cannon Building

MARCH 5

10 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings to examine the
legislative presentations of veterans’
service organizations.
SD-106

MARCH 12

10 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings to examine legis-
lative presentations of veterans’ serv-
ice organizations.
SD-106

MARCH 18
9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings to examine the
legislative presentation of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars.
334, Cannon Building
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